

Adopted 8/8/17


Introduced by Council Member Bowman and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Carter, Ferraro, Newby, Morgan, R. Brown, Wilson, Becton and R. Gaffney: 



RESOLUTION 2017-527-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE JACKSONVILLE SHARKS ON WINNING THE NATIONAL ARENA LEAGUE’S INAUGURAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Sharks, founded in 2010 and a perennial power franchise in the Arena Football League with multiple division and conference championships and an Arena Bowl title, transitioned to the National Arena League (NAL) for the 2017 season; and


WHEREAS, the Sharks continued their outstanding success on the gridiron, completing the regular season with a record of 11-1, behind an explosive offense that featured 5 All-NAL Offensive first and second team selections, a strong defense led by 7 All-NAL Defensive first and second team selections, including NAL Defensive Player of the Year Charlie Hunt, and NAL Special Teams Player of the Year Nick Belcher; and


WHEREAS, after winning the vast majority of their games by comfortable margins and losing the final game of the regular season to the Monterrey Steel, the Sharks avenged that loss in the NAL playoffs by defeating the Steel by 11 in the hard-fought rematch, sending them into the title game; and

WHEREAS, the Sharks achieved their second championship title by defeating the Columbus Lions by a score of 27-21 in a close and exciting championship game in Jacksonville’s Veterans Memorial Arena to win the National Arena League Championship; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the Jacksonville Sharks players, Head Coach Siaha Burley, Operating Manager Jeff Bouchy, and the entire Sharks organization on their outstanding achievement in winning the National Arena League’s inaugural championship, and extends its very best wishes for continued success in the future.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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